
Increase Your Home’s Value 
A house is one of the biggest purchases a person will ever make, 
and most want to keep their homes looking beautiful not only for 
themselves, but also to entice future buyers. From time to time, it’s a 
good idea to invest in some home remodeling to add to its appeal. 
Of course, before making any major changes to your home, you’ll 
want to be sure you go through the proper channels—such as the 
association architectural committee for approval and the city for the 
necessary permits—to make sure that you don’t run into any legal 
issues.  
So, when it comes time to give your house a facelift, consider these 
touch-ups and renovations that will not only make your home look 
better than ever but also help increase its value: 
Re-paint Your Rooms: One of the easiest (and cheapest!) ways to 
dramatically change the entire look of a room is to add a fresh coat 
of paint. Not only will it immediately make your walls look crisp and 
clean, but also, because wall color can greatly dictate the feel of a 
room, it’s a simple way to change the ambiance of your home. Since 
darker colors seem intense on walls and can make a room look 

smaller, it’s usually best to stick with lighter, 
warmer hues for your overall color to make 
your home feel open and welcoming. If you 
want to paint with darker colors, consider 
limiting them to an accent wall so that the color 
isn’t overwhelming and pops against the lighter 
colors.  
If you’re doing the painting yourself, here are a 
few tips so your paint job looks professional:  
♦ Apply a coat of primer first so that walls 
won’t soak up as much paint. Use two coats of 
paint to ensure a rich, even coverage.  
♦ Use painters’ tape along the outside edge 

of the area you’re painting to get sharp, even lines. 
Update Your Kitchen and Bathrooms: If your kitchen or 
bathrooms look like they belong in an era long since passed, it might 
be time to update them. That can be as simple as retiling the floor 
and replacing faucets and cabinet hardware or as complex as 
completely remodeling the rooms. When you remodel, consider 
avoiding too-trendy decor and instead stick with classic looks that 
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Save the 
Dates 

• The next Board 
of Directors 
Meeting is 
Monday, 
October 16, 
2017, 6:30 p.m.- 
8:30 p.m.  
Location: The 
Grange  

• The next 
Architectural 
Committee 
Meeting is 
Tuesday, 
October 10, 
2017, 6:30 p.m. 
- 8:30 p.m.  
Location: The 
Grange  

• The next 
Communications 
Committee & 
Beautification 
Committee 
Meetings will be 
scheduled as 
needed and 
posted on the 
website for 
interested 
attendees.  
Location: The 
Grange  

• Additional 
meetings may 
occur as needed 
and will be 
posted on the 
website if 
scheduled.  



Create a Meadows 
Community 

Association Website 
Account and Be In 

The Know!  
The major benefit of creating a 
Meadows Community 
Association website account is 
that you are immediately 
connected to the flow of 
information that affects you in 
your community.  First and 
foremost, you'll have immediate 
access to the important 
documents related to your 
community; the monthly 
newsletter is posted on line; 
you can access your HOA 
account and pay your dues at 
your convenience.  The 
community's snow removal and 
trash service information is on 
the website and you'll receive 
important email 
communications that directly 
affect you before you need it 
rather than after.  Lastly, by 
going to electronic 
communications, you are 
contributing to one of your 
Board of Directors objectives of 
keeping association costs down 
by embracing paperless 
communications.  What a 
Green idea. 
Get Connected:  The 
Association has over 68% of 
the homeowners with an 
online account.  To create an 
account, please follow the 
directions on the left sidebar 

A Friendly 
Reminder 

about Trash 
Day in the 

MCA 
You are a part of a 
beautiful well 
maintained 
community that 
looks as good as it 
does because the 
homeowners have 
agreed to maintain 
their properties in 
accordance with 
the community 
Covenants.  
Community trash is 
picked up in the 
MCA on Tuesdays 
from 7:00 a.m. to 
7:00 p.m.  Please 
remember to put 
your trash cans 
and containers out 
at the appropriate 
time on that day for 
pickup.  Please 
also remember that 
your trash and 
recycling 

containers are not to be 
stored in front view of 
the home before or 
after pickup.  
Preferably, they are to 
be stored in your 
garage.  However, 
storing trash cans 
behind your side fence 
out of public view is 
also acceptable.  Trash 
cans that are out on 
any other day of the 
week are in violation 
of the Covenants and 
will be noted as such. 
Please click on 
Section 9.7 of the 
Master Declaration of 
Covenants, 
Conditions & 
Restrictions for The 
Meadows Community 
Association, or 
contact your 
Community Manager. 
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Exciting Websites to Access: 
For the N. Meadows Extension visit: 
http://www.crgov.com/index.aspx?NID=384  
For the Meadows Event Calendar visit: 
http://www.meadowslink.com/pageview.aspx?p=public-calendar.aspx  
For the Castle Rock Event Calendar visit: 
http://www.crgov.com/calendar.aspx  
For the Douglas County Event Calendar visit: 
www.douglas.co.us/eventscenter/  
For the Castle Rock Outlets visit:   
http://www.outletsatcastlerock.com/go/displayHours.cfm  
 
Useful MCA Information 
Visit the following website for: 
Trash & Recycling Holiday Calendar for the MCA: 

will stand the test of time–this will keep you from redecorating 
again in five years and also make your home all the more 
appealing to potential buyers.  
Add a Home Office: People’s work and home lives are drastically 
merging as more and more workers telecommute from home. 
Because of this, turning an empty basement, attic or bedroom into 
a dedicated home office can give you a peaceful place to work and 
also be a real selling point for potential buyers.  
A good home office will have enough space to comfortably work in 
and have easy access to the Internet, electrical outlets and cable 
and phone jacks. Touches like built-in bookcases and desks can 
add that extra something that makes your home office a productive 
place to work.  
Let There be Light: When a room doesn’t have enough light, it 
can feel very drab and enclosed. Bring in some much-needed 
brightness by adding new light fixtures to a dreary room. Don’t be 
afraid to use different types of fixtures to get the best results—for 
example, in a kitchen you could use a hanging pendant to spotlight 
a specific area (like the kitchen’s island), recessed light fixtures to 
spread the light over the entire room and track lighting under the 
cabinet to make the kitchen feel open and bright. If you’re not sure 
which types of lighting fixtures will work best for you, consult a 
residential lighting designer to find out how to light your room just 
right.  
Finish Your Basement or Attic: Utilize every inch of your home 
by turning your unfinished basement or attic into extra living space. 
These areas are untapped gems that can be used as game rooms 
or extra bedrooms, or, with enough space and the right design, a 
home all on its own complete with a living room, kitchen, bathroom 
and bedrooms. Basements and attics have special characteristics 
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that need to be addressed. For example, basements are prone to water 
infiltration and attics often have slanted ceilings. It’s 
a good idea to bring in the professionals to guide 
you through these obstacles and make sure all 
major components like pluming, electric, walls and 
floors are done correctly.  

Dressing Your Home for Fall 
With fall making its entrance and the holidays just 
around the corner, home sales tend to slow down. If 
you’re considering selling your home, or simply 
looking for a way to dress it up for fall, these helpful 
tips will keep your home looking its best! 
• Curb appeal—Fall can make or break you 

when it comes to curb appeal and the all-
important first impression. Leaves turning 
shades of crimson and gold can add extra appeal to the total look of your 
home’s exterior. On the other hand, leaves strewn about your front yard can 
decrease your home’s first visual impression. 

• Celebrate the season—Add a fall wreath to the front door and have a few 
huge pumpkins to welcome visitors (or potential buyers if you’re selling). 

• Scents of the season—If you’re a smoker or have pets, make sure the nose 
doesn’t know when people visit your home. Eliminate such odors. Bake an 
apple pie, light a candle, or use cinnamon-scented plug ins for a nice fall scent. 

• Let the light in—A dark house is a big turn off. Open your blinds and let that 
gorgeous Colorado light in! Turn on your accent lamps in the evening for a 
warm glow. Add fall exterior lighting for a nice touch to your landscaping. 

• The fireplace—Make sure your fireplace is clean and tidy. You can add 
candles as a decorative touch. 

• Tidy up—Now is the time to do your fall cleaning and move your extra items to 
the attic. 

• Make small improvements—Now that the weather is chilly, clean up your 
interior trim of nicks and scratches, add fresh paint or color to the interior of 
your home, and work on small “fix it” projects. Clean your window treatments 
and windows for extra sparkle. 

Community Associations' Failures to Deal With Bad 
Neighbors Could Have a Negative Impact on 

Property Values 
http://www.hoalawblog.com/2013/04/community_associations_failure.html 
By David Swedelson, Condo Lawyer and HOA Attorney; Senior Partner at 

SwedelsonGottlieb, Community Association Attorneys 
Every condo or Homeowners Association has one, that one owner that does not 
follow the rules, violates the CC&Rs, creates a nuisance or worse. The "bad" 
owner, the one that does not belong in a 
deed restricted community. And we often 
hear complaints from other owners 
suggesting that the bad neighbor is 
bringing down property values at their 
association. Turns out they may be right. 
According to a recent article in the New 
York Times regarding a neighbor’s effect 
on appraisals, “[w]hen calculating the 
value of a property, an appraiser also 
factors in surrounding conditions. Neighborhood nuisances, like an overgrown yard 
or a persistent odor, could in some cases bring down the value of adjacent homes 
by 5-10%...” 
The article, indicated that what we might think of as a bad neighbor, “the appraisal 

(Continued on page 4) 
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Please register on 

our website! 
1. Navigate to the 

website address to 
the right of this 
sidebar.   

2. Click on Welcome 
‘Visitor’ and select 
‘Register’. 

3. Enter your email 
address on the left 
side of the screen 
and click ‘Submit’.  
You do not need 
an account 
number or code to 
register. 

4A. If the owner’s 
email address is 
on file: 
     Then the system 
will make a match 
and send you an 
email invite titled ‘New 
User Registration’.  

4B. If the owner’s email 
address is NOT on file: 
     You will be prompted 
to enter your details and 
submit the registration for 
review.  Once approved 
(usually same day), you 
will receive an email invite 
titled ‘New User 
Registration’. 

5. Upon receiving the email 
invite, you need to click 
on the link for Option 1 (or 
Option 2) and you will 
then be directed to the 
‘Site Terms and 
Agreement’ where you 
can enter you information 
and create a login and 
password.  The login 
name cannot be an email 
and the password must 
be at least six characters 
long. 

6. Once the registration is 
complete, you will be 
directed to the ‘Profile’ 
page where you can 
update contact 
information. 

If you need assistance, 
please contact Dustin Lucas, 
Web Support Specialist, at 
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Important 
Community 

Information  
Your community's 
information is in one 
place, online and 
available 24 hours a 
day, 7 days a week. 
The Resource 
Center provides a 
centralized location 
for important 
Association 
documents, such as 
Covenants, 
architectural 
guidelines, Board 
Meeting minutes, 
financial statements 
and more.  Please 
visit the website 
(address in the bar 
to the left)  and 
simply create an account 
to access your 
community's website, 
and click on the HOA 
Documents tab and 
review the documents at 
your convenience. 
You can also check on 
your homeowner's 
account and sign up to 
make reoccurring direct 
draft payments for your 
assessments. 
There is also a 
community calendar. But 
the calendar doesn't do 
the community any good 
if there isn't anything on 
it.  So, we need your 
help! Are you planning a 
party in the park? Do you 
want to start a weekly 
poker night? Contact 
your Community 
Manager, Lallis Jackson, 
and she can put your 
event on the website 
calendar. You can also 
check the calendar for 

w
w

w
.t

h
em

ea
d

ow
sc

om
m

u
n

it
ya

ss
oc

ia
ti

on
.c

Page 4 

industry calls internally 'external obsolescence'- depreciation caused by factors off the 
property and beyond the homeowner's control.” 
The article points out that “there are a number of different things that could be going on 
from a nasty, cranky neighbor to a sloppy neighbor, to lots of barking dogs…” 
Many of these conditions are also violations of many community associations' governing 
documents. It is the responsibility of a community association to address violations that 
impact the neighbors’ value of their property. The failure to address the issue could result in 
a lawsuit by an owner that’s selling their home, claiming damages for the decreased value 
of their property as a result of the bad neighbor. The article references community 
associations and quotes a New York real estate lawyer who states, “in a co-op or 
condominium, house rules are likely to prohibit habits that interfere with a neighbor’s quiet 
enjoyment of their property.” He advises approaching a neighbor directly before making a 
complaint to a board. Not a bad idea.  
But many owners are reluctant to confront their bad neighbor. And many bad neighbor 
situations do require association involvement, and boards of directors are encouraged to, at 
the minimum, evaluate the complaint and determine what actions can be taken, if 
appropriate, to address and eliminate any violations to the association’s governing 
documents. This could be a demand letter, a hearing with fines levied, a mediation offer or 

through a Request for Resolution pursuant to Civil Code 
Section 1369.520. Simply stated, California community 
associations cannot simply ignore the bad neighbor 
problem. 
David Swedelson is a California community Association 
legal expert. He can be contacted via email: 
dcs@sghoalaw.com 
 

Fall Is for Planting 
By Swingle Lawn, Tree & Landscape Care 

Fall is a favorite time of the year for those who enjoy their 
outdoor landscapes.  As temperatures cool and the days 
shorten, it’s pleasant to be in the yard and garden for both 
you and your plants.  Tree and shrub growth comes to a 
close and pest and insect problems become more sporadic.  
Now is an excellent time to consider new plantings for your 
landscape.  Cooler air and soil temperatures put less stress 
on newly installed plants.  Fall water demands are less while 
roots proliferate in the cooler soils.  

Perusing your favorite garden center, you will find the stores less crowded.  Many items will 
be discounted for fall.  Consider planting smaller trees, as they may be in stock now.  They 
will establish faster, transplant easier, and in a few years, outpace the larger tree.  
Needle bearing (evergreen trees) respire or lose water through their foliage during the 
winter season.  For this reason, evergreens are best planted earlier in the year.  
Trees and shrubs should be planted prior to the first of November.  Bulbs should be in the 
ground by October 15.  
When planting in the fall, wood mulches and winter watering will be needed for success.  
Mulching and winter watering will increase a new tree's chances of survival.  After planting 
a tree, water it deeply.  Mulch trees and shrubs with a three-inch layer of wood chips, pine 
needles or a similar material.  Mulch to at least a foot beyond the area of the tree's root ball.  
Water the tree again to settle the mulch.  
Check the soil moisture under the mulch weekly to determine if water is needed.  From 
November through April, water transplants on warmer days when three weeks have 
elapsed without snow or snow cover remaining on the ground. 
Remember, in the MCA all landscape revisions require the submission of a Design Review 
Request (DRR) for Architectural Committee review so please include this in your fall 
landscape refresher plans. 

(Continued from page 3) 
 






