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Save the 
Dates
•	 The	April	Board	of	Directors	

Meeting is Monday, April 
17, 2017.  The May Board of 
Directors Meeting is  
Monday, May 15,  
both from 6 pm-8 pm.  
Location: The Grange

•	 The	April	Architectural	
Committee Meeting is 
Tuesday, April 11, 2017.   
The May Architectural 
Committee meeting is  
Tuesday, May 9, 2017,  
both are  
6:30 pm-8:30 pm  
Location: The Grange

•	 The	next	Communications	
Committee & Beautification 
Committee Meetings will be 
scheduled as needed and 
posted on the website for 
interested attendees. Location: 
The Grange

•	 Additional	meetings	may	
occur as needed and will be 
posted on the website as 
scheduled.

Everyday Neighbor
From the Neighborhood Resource Center of Colorado/Good Neighbor Kit

How do you keep the neighborly 
spirit alive between block parties 
and other special occasions? It’s a 
matter of keeping in touch and 
finding informal, spontaneous ways 
of getting together. Here are some 
ideas:
•	 Find	 out	 who	 likes	 gardening	

and share tips and surplus veg-
gies.

•	 Start	a	neighborhood	book	club,	sewing	circle	or	bowling	league.
•	 Do	an	inventory	of	tools	people	are	willing	to	lend	out	for	sea-

sonal yard work.
•	 Distribute	a	list	of	neighbors	who	offer	babysitting,	dog-walking,	

house sitting, lawn care, snow shoveling, calligraphy, bike repair, 
music lessons, etc.

•	 Pool	your	resources	 to	hold	a	block	yard	sale.	Donate	your	pro-
ceeds to a common cause or pay for a block party.

•	 Start	a	block	watch	group	with	the	local	police.
•	 Invite	an	expert	in	to	teach	CPR	to	everyone	on	the	block.
•	 Show	 the	 rest	 of	 the	 world	 your	 block	 unity	 by	 displaying	 the	

same holiday ribbons, yellow porch lights or the same welcome 
wreath.

•	 Sponsor	seasonal	block	beautification	days:	Rent	a	large	dumpster	
for trash and large items that can be hauled off, plant flowers in 
common areas, share the cost of paint for touch-ups, rent yard 
equipment or share the cost of professional aeration.  For more 
information, visit www.nrc-neighbor.org.

lawn Maintenance & Water Responsibility
Colorado has a dry climate, which at times can present challenges 
to homeowners who want to be conservative in their use of natural 
resources, but also comply with the responsibility of maintaining 
their lawn, consistent with the rules in the Association’s Covenants.
Several municipalities in the metro area have instituted or are con-
sidering water restriction programs, which are mandatory. Even the 
most stringent of these programs allow for the watering of lawns. 
According to most experts, less frequent watering can actually 
be good for the grass, creating a deeper and stronger root system. 
Aerating the soil and using a light, well balanced organic fertilizer 

Continued on page 33
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with a regular watering schedule can keep a lawn in good condition 
and conserve water.

All of us need to remember that the even in water restriction con-
ditions that does not give us right to neglect our lawns. Neglect 
may save more water now, but will ultimately cost more in terms 
of replacing the lawn, and in the amount of water that a new lawn 
requires versus the amount to maintain an established lawn. Be 
water conscious, be conservative, and be smart. Water your lawn less 
frequently but with a deep-water method that is right for your type 
of irrigation. Watering the right amount at the right times will adequately water your lawn and maximize 
your water conservation efforts. For more information about your particular lawn and watering system, visit 
your local nursery or garden shop.

Water Conservation Tips 
Here are a few helpful tips for water conservation:
•		 When	cleaning	leaves	or	other	debris	from	your	lawn,	driveway,	or	sidewalk,	

use a broom or a rake instead of water from a hose. While outside, look for 
more ways to conserve water.

•		 The	soil	 in	 the	Denver	area	 is	 typically	poor	and	clay-based,	 so	before	you	
plant anything, improve the soil and investigate what plants grow here.

•		 For	new	 lawns	 add	 at	 least	 three	 cubic	yards	of	 stable	manure,	 compost	or	
other organic material per 1,000 square feet and rototill to a six-inch depth.

•		 Adjust	lawn	watering	to	the	weather.	Following	a	heavy	rain,	skip	your	regular	watering	day	until	
the grass needs it. Know how to turn off your automatic sprinkler system until it is needed again.

•		 Water	flow	can	be	controlled	at	the	water	outlet	by	the	type	of	sprinkler	used	and	by	the	size	of	the	
garden hose. More water is dispensed faster with a large diameter hose. Oscillating sprinklers are very 
inefficient. Sprinklers throwing large drops of water in a flat pattern are more effective than those 
with fine high sprays.

•		 When	watering	near	your	sidewalks,	driveways	and	patios,	push	a	root	feeder	or	water	aerator	into	
the soil twelve to sixteen inches from the concrete. Force the water jets down to a depth of four 
to six inches. When the grass raises up like a bubble, remove the sprinkler and repeat the operation 
twelve to sixteen inches further along the grass edge.

•		 Be	careful	to	water	the	landscape	only,	not	streets,	walks,	and	driveways.	We	already	have	plenty	of	
concrete and don’t want to grow anymore. Not only is it a waste of water and money, but it is also 
difficult to take a pleasant stroll or to take the dog for a walk. Not everyone enjoys weaving in and 
out around sprinklers watering the sidewalks.

Continued on page 34

please register  
on our new  
website!
1.  Navigate to the website 

address to the right of this 
sidebar.  Click on Welcome 
‘Visitor’ and select ‘Register’.

2.  Enter your email address on 
the left side of the screen 
and click ‘Submit’.  You do 
not need an account number 
or code to register.

3. If the owner’s email address 
is on file:

 Then the system will make 
a match and send you an 
email invite titled ‘New User 
Registration’. 

4. If the owner’s email address 
is NOT on file:

 You will be prompted to 
enter your details and submit 
the registration for review.  
Once approved (usually 
same day), you will receive 
an email invite titled ‘New 
User Registration’.

5.  Upon receiving the email 
invite, you need to click on 
the link for Option 1 (or 
Option 2) and you will then 
be directed to the ‘Site Terms 
and Agreement’ where you 
can enter your informa-
tion and create a login and 
password.  The login name 
cannot be an email and the 
password must be at least six 
characters long.

6.  Once the registration is com-
plete, you will be directed to 
the ‘Profile’ page where you 
can update contact informa-
tion.

 If you need assistance, 
please contact Dustin Lucas, 
Web Support Specialist, at 
DLucas@msihoa.com or at 
(720) 974-4186.

Recycling Tips To Consider and Facts To know
There are so many ways to reduce the amount of trash we generate. In 
the Meadows Community Association, weekly recycling is included in 
your assessments.  The Board would like to see more participation in this 
valuable service and so here are some simple tips to help make recycling 
a part of your everyday life.

Plastic bags. Many local supermarkets now recycle plastic shopping bags. 
Check with your local market to see if you can bring your bags back to them. Or use the plastic bags 
as trash can liners or “dog doo bags” when you walk your dog.
Consider doing away with plastic bags altogether. Some supermarkets now offer a discount when 
you bring your own bag. What better incentive to start carrying your own! Keep a cloth tote bag in 
your car for when you need to run into the store for a few things.

Paper. Donate old magazines to your dentist or doctor’s office. Instead of always buying, borrow a 
book from your local library. Use old envelopes to jot notes or grocery lists. Stop junk mail: To have 
your name removed from direct mailing lists, visit www.dmaconsumers.org. For tips on what to do 
with hard-to-recycle items, such as tennis shoes or DVDs, visit www.ecocycle.org.

recycling: Did you Know?
•	 Of	Americans,	95%	practice	recycling	in	either	their	home	or	office.
•	 With	every	ton	of	newspaper	we	recycle,	seventeen	trees	are	saved.
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•	 Recycling	aluminum	cans	saves	95%	of	the	energy	required	
to produce new cans from virgin materials.

•	 Recycling	 glass	 containers	 saves	 9	 gallons	 of	 fuel	 (oil)	 for	
every ton of recycled glass.

•	 Americans	use	100	million	steel	cans	every	day.	Recycling	
steel	 cans	 saves	 74%	 of	 the	 energy	 used	 to	 produce	 them	
from virgin steel materials.

•	 Paper	made	from	waste	paper	produces	73%	less	air	pollution	
and	uses	61%	 less	water	 than	producing	paper	 from	virgin	
timber.

•	 The	collection	and	recycling	of	paper	provides	5	times	more	
jobs than harvesting virgin timber.

•	 That	it	takes	only	26	plastic	soft	drink	bottles	to	make	one	
polyester suit.

A few Fyis from your local Trash and recycling service 
provider:
•	 In	total,	54.3	million	tons	of	paper	and	paper	board	(cereal	

boxes, soda boxes, etc.) were recovered last year in the US. 
That’s approximately 360 pounds for every man, woman, 
and child in the country, up from 233 pounds per person in 
1990.

•	 The	 amount	 of	 paper	 being	 recovered	 far	 exceeds	 the	
amount sent to landfill sites. Every ton of paper that is recov-
ered saves 3.3 cubic yards of landfill space.

•	 Enough	 paper	 was	 recovered	 for	 recycling	 last	 year	 to	 fill	
130 Empire State Buildings.

•	 More	 aluminum	 goes	 into	 beverage	 cans	 than	 any	 other	
product.

•	 An	aluminum	can	is	thrown	away	today	it	will	still	be	a	can	
500 years from now

•	 Recycling	one	 aluminum	can	 saves	 enough	energy	 to	 run	
a TV for three hours...or the equivalent of a half-gallon of 
gasoline.

•	 Americans	use	2,500,000	plastic	bottles	every	hour!	Most	of	
them are thrown away!

A Friendly 
reminder about 
Trash Day in  
the MCA

You are a part of a beautiful, 
well maintained community that 
looks as good as it does because 
the homeowners have agreed 
to maintain their properties in 
accordance with the community 
Covenants.  Community trash is 
picked up in the MCA on Tuesdays 
from 7:00 am to 7:00 pm.  Please 
remember to put your trash cans 
and containers out at the appro-
priate time on that day for pickup.  
Please also remember that your 
trash and recycling containers are 
not to be stored in front view of 
the home before or after pickup.  
Preferably, they are to be stored 
in your garage.  However, storing 
trash cans behind your side fence 
out of public view is also accept-
able.  Trash cans that are out on 
any other day of the week are in 
violation of the Covenants and 
will be noted as such.

Please click on Section 9.7 of the 
Master Declaration of Covenants, 
Conditions & Restrictions for The 
Meadows Community Association, 
or contact your Community 
Manager.

Create a  
Meadows 
Community 
Association 
Website Account 
and Be in The 
Know! 
The major benefit of creating a 
Meadows Community Association 
website account is that you are 
immediately connected to the flow 
of information that affects you in 
your community.  First and fore-
most, you’ll have immediate access 
to the important documents related 
to your community; the monthly 
newsletter is posted online; you 
can access your HOA account and 
pay your dues at your convenience.  
The community’s snow removal and 
trash service information is on the 
website and you’ll receive important 
email communications that directly 
affect you before you need it rather 
than after.  Lastly, by going to elec-
tronic communications, you are 
contributing to one of your Board of 
Directors objectives of keeping asso-
ciation costs down by embracing 
paperless communications.  What a 
Green idea.

Get Connected:  The Association 
has over 68% of the homeown-
ers with an online account. To 
create an account, please follow 
the directions on the page 33 left 
sidebar in this newsletter.

mCa informaTion

Exciting Websites to access:
For the N. Meadows Extension visit:
http://www.crgov.com/index.aspx?NID=384 
For the Meadows Event Calendar visit:
http://www.meadowslink.com/pageview.aspx?p=public-calendar.aspx 
For the Castle rock Event Calendar visit:
http://www.crgov.com/calendar.aspx 
For the Douglas County Event Calendar visit:
www.douglas.co.us/eventscenter/ 
For the Castle rock Outlets visit:  http://www.outletsatcastlerock.com/go/displayHours.cfm 
 
Useful MCA information
Visit the following website for:
Trash & Recycling Holiday Calendar for the MCA:
http://www.themeadowscommunityassociation.com/view/trash-removal-and-recycling-informa-
tion.aspx
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Pool passes will be good for both MNC locations, The 
Grange and Taft House.  

Caregiver passes are available for sale for $25 for the entire 
2017 season. A caregiver pass is for the babysitter, or person 
that is providing care for individuals in the household ages 
0-11, or for an individual with demonstrated need for an adult 
to accompany them to the pool.  One caregiver pass allowed 
per MCA household.  Caregiver passes cannot be used when 
accompanying adult household members, a guest pass must 
be used/guest fee paid for the visit. Caregiver may not be 
the primary or secondary resident as listed on the Member 
information form, or be a Member of the common household 
group.

Caregivers may not bring their own guests, or swap house-
holds with another resident to avoid purchasing a seasonal 
adult pass. Caregiver passes are not available for residents pro-
viding in-home child care or for daycare centers/providers. 
Checks, money orders, Visa, and MasterCard accepted at The 
Grange or Taft House with identification. 

Guest passes for MCA guests $7.00 each limited to 10 total 
guest passes per MCA household per season. No discounted 
passes available to MCA residents.  Pool passes will be non-
refundable and non-transferable.  

MCa Pool Pass Information
THe GRAnGe POOLS

2017 SeASOn POOL PASSeS 

May 27 - September 4
Pool Hours: 10 am - 8 pm

MCA Pool Pass Information for residents living within The 
Meadows Community Association Area (Filings 1-9)

How to get a 
pool Fob:

The pool season is almost here!  
All MCA residents wanting to pur-
chase a seasonal pool pass must 
complete a registration form and 
renew their key fob each and every 
year.  MCA residents may purchase 
an annual pass only and fees for 
the passes are listed above.  If 
there are more than two adults in a 
household, proof of residency may 
be requested.  

Pool registration for Meadows 
Community Association (MCA) 
will begin on Monday, May 1, 
and will continue throughout the 
pool season at The Grange or Taft 
House during normal business 
hours. We highly recommend you 
complete a registration form which 
can be downloaded from www.
meadowslink.com prior to coming 
in.  We will continue using the bar-
coded key fobs given to each and 
every MCA resident that purchased 
seasonal pool pass holders for 
pool admission each and every 
time you visit the pool. The key fob 
will be tied to each individual by 
registration information, as well as 
by picture.

For your convenience we’ve set 
aside some dates when extra staff 
will be on hand to expedite the 
process of entering family informa-
tion and taking photos.  Return 
the appropriate forms to us (which 
can be found on www.meadow-
slink.com), during normal busi-
ness hours or during one of the 
extended facility hours designated 
Pool Registration Days listed below:  

extended hours are  
Mondays and Wednesdays  
from 5 pm-8 pm beginning  
May 1st thru May 24, and 
Saturdays from 10 am-5 pm. 

MCa Pool Pass Fees 2017-2018
 Youth Pass (3-17) $   95
 Adult Pass (18+) $   110
 Senior (62+) $   95                                                      
 Family Pass $   320  
  up to four household members, 
  additional person $40 for a  
  maximum of 7 per family living in 
  the household. (must provide 
  proof of residency at the  
  MCA address.)


