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Castle Rock named top small city in U.S.  
The numbers, facts, research and databases help tell the story Castle 
Rock residents live every day: Castle Rock is a great place to be. In 
fact, it’s one of the best small communities in the country, according 
to a new ranking.  
Even though our Town is growing, it is still considered small by many 
analysts. Those at personal finance outlet WalletHub recently studied 
data for 1,268 cities with populations between 25,000 and 100,000 to 
determine the Best Small Cities in America. Their findings were 
released this week.   
Nationally, Castle Rock came in at No. 20. In Colorado, Castle Rock 
was the state’s third best small city, behind Littleton and Parker.  
To determine the rankings, WalletHub evaluated 30 key data points 
ranging from housing costs, to school system quality, to the number 
of restaurants and coffee shops per capita. Those metrics were 
grouped into five categories: affordability, economic health, education 
and health, quality of life, and safety.  
Analysts evaluated each category based on 30 relevant metrics. 
Each was graded on a 100-point scale, with 100 representing the 
most favorable conditions for small-city residents. They then 
calculated the overall scores, based on weighted averages.  
Castle Rock often lands at the top of similar rankings. Money 
Magazine listed Castle Rock as a Best Place to Live in 2011, 2012 
and 2014. The Town has also ranked as safe city and a best place for 
young families. Learn more at CRgov.com/TopTown.   
Get Town news straight to your inbox. Sign up online at CRgov.com/
notifyme, or follow the Town on Facebook (facebook.com/CRgov), 
Twitter (@CRgov) and LinkedIn (search Town of Castle Rock.) 
Get Town news straight to your inbox. Sign up online at CRgov.com/
notifyme. 

Remember! Assessments are Due March 1, 2017! 
The Board would again like to remind you that the next bi-annual homeowners’ 
assessments are due on March 1, 2017 in the amount of $165.00.  Please take steps to 
ensure that your dues are received on or before this date to avoid a possible late fee and 
interest being charged.  The Board would also like to encourage you to pay your dues 
online at www.themeadowscommunityassociation.com .   You must be signed up at the 
website to have this functionality but this is an easy hassle free way to ensure that your 
assessments are received in time.   Please also note that you can pay your dues for the 
entire year as well.  Signing up for the website will help save your Association money 
because you will receive your bi-annual billings electronically.  Please contact Dustin 
Lucas, Web Support Specialist at (720) 974-4186 for assistance. 

Save the 
Dates 

• The next Board 
of Directors 
Meeting is 
Monday, March 
20, 2017, 6:00 
p.m.- 8:00 p.m.  
Location: The 
Grange  

• The next 
Architectural 
Committee 
Meeting is 
Tuesday, March 
14, 2017, 6:30 
p.m. - 8:30 p.m.  
Location: The 
Grange  

• The next 
Communications 
Committee & 
Beautification 
Committee 
Meetings will be 
scheduled as 
needed and 
posted on the 
website for 
interested 
attendees.  
Location: The 
Grange  

• Additional 
meetings may 
occur as needed 
and will be 
posted on the 
website if 
scheduled.  



Please register on 
our new website! 

1. Navigate to the 
website address to 
the right of this 
sidebar.  Click on 
Welcome ‘Visitor’ 
and select 
‘Register’. 

3. Enter your email 
address on the left 
side of the screen 
and click ‘Submit’.  
You do not need an 
account number or 
code to register. 

4A. If the owner’s 
email address is 
on file: 
     Then the system 
will make a match 
and send you an 
email invite titled 
‘New User 
Registration’.  

4B. If the owner’s 
email address is NOT on 
file: 
     You will be prompted 
to enter your details and 
submit the registration for 
review.  Once approved 
(usually same day), you 
will receive an email invite 
titled ‘New User 
Registration’. 

5. Upon receiving the email 
invite, you need to click 
on the link for Option 1 (or 
Option 2) and you will 
then be directed to the 
‘Site Terms and 
Agreement’ where you 
can enter you information 
and create a login and 
password.  The login 
name cannot be an email 
and the password must 
be at least six characters 
long. 

6. Once the registration is 
complete, you will be 
directed to the ‘Profile’ 
page where you can 
update contact 
information. 

If you need assistance, 
please contact Dustin Lucas, 
Web Support Specialist, at 
web@msihoa.com or at 
(720) 974-4186. 
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If You Live in Colorado,  
You Need to Know the Pros & Cons of Exterior Paint 

by Guy Miller, Owner/President of Stellar Painting and Remodeling, Inc. 
Living in Colorado can 
be both a blessing and 
a curse, in other words, 
there is good news and 
there is bad news – 
which would you like to 
read about first? 
Coloradoans enjoy 
some of the most 
spectacular outdoor 
scenery in the country 
and we live nearly a 
mile higher than our 
friends and families back east. The sun shines bright nearly 300 days of the year and we 
have warm summers, mild springs and falls, and snowy winters with great skiing, hiking, 
camping, and outdoor recreation of all types. What is the bad news? This very same sun – 
with its intense UV-rays, and the extreme climate variety that affords us so many 
recreational opportunities – can also be bad for us and they can wreak havoc on our bodies 
– and our homes. 
Sunscreen and sun block can help prevent the damage to our skin from the effects of the 
sun, but what about the skin on our homes and dwellings? What is the good news and what 
is the bad news about paint and stain? How long do they protect the exterior surfaces (the 
skin) of our homes? We’re talking about one of our key investment items here – so which is 
better for our walls, decks and fences, paint or stain? What about warranties? Are they any 
good? How long should an exterior paint job last in Colorado? The list of questions can be 
endless, but there are some answers and some practical expectations for homeowners and 
those considering the wide range of choices for home protection. 
There are several factors that impact how long a paint or stain coating lasts on an exterior 
surface, be it the walls of a house, a deck, or a fence. Here are some of the major factors to 
consider: 
1 – The quality of the paint, stain, and preparation products. Obviously, the popular saying 
is true, that “You tend to get what you pay for”. In other words, the higher the quality of the 
paint or stain, and the better the quality of the caulks and primers used, the longer the 
treatment will last. There is a limit though, because the sun and weather variation is always 
going to be very intense and very real. 
2 – The application of the right quality primer and caulk is important and will extend the life 
of the outside coating of paint or stain. 
3 – Not diluting the paint, and not using lower quality paint to begin with, will definitely 
improve the life expectancy of a surface coating. 
4 – Applying the wrong type of product on a particular surface is clearly the wrong thing to 
do and it will impact the quality of appearance and reduce the duration time until it will need 
to be treated again. For example, in Colorado there are a lot of homes built with cedar 
siding, and whereas cedar wood is beautiful, paint is not the best product to be used on it. 
Cedar is very porous and paint is not really a good penetrator of wood. Stain is the best 
product to use on cedar because of its natural penetrating and sealing properties, but if 
paint is going to be used, then a good primer is necessary first. This will keep the paint from 
peeling away from the cedar, and it will ensure a longer life between protection applications. 
5 – The altitude of a home and the extreme weather variations, as previously mentioned, 
are going to be hard on wood surfaces and will require careful attention to the products 
used and the frequency of re-applications. Southern and western surface exposures will 
fade and warp faster than other orientations, while northern exposure introduces swelling 
and moisture accumulation. The accumulation of snow around the lower sections of a 
house can increase the damage to wood surfaces of siding, decks and fences, and in many 
cases yearly or bi-yearly maintenance will be required. Horizontal surfaces, like deck tops, 
are particularly vulnerable to the affects of the sun and moisture from snow or rain. 
6 – Temperature variation is a given in Colorado, and the greater the range of variation – 
based on where a home is located – the more it will impact the lifespan of the caulk, paint 
and stain used and their ability to protect and last. 
 

(Continued on page 3) 



Create a Meadows 
Community 

Association Website 
Account and Be In 

The Know!  
The major benefit of creating a 
Meadows Community 
Association website account is 
that you are immediately 
connected to the flow of 
information that affects you in 
your community.  First and 
foremost, you'll have 
immediate access to the 
important documents related to 
your community; the monthly 
newsletter is posted on line; 
you can access your HOA 
account and pay your dues at 
your convenience.  The 
community's snow removal 
and trash service information is 
on the website and you'll 
receive important email 
communications that directly 
affect you before you need it 
rather than after.  Lastly, by 
going to electronic 
communications, you are 
contributing to one of your 
Board of Directors objectives 
of keeping association costs 
down by embracing paperless 
communications.  What a 
Green idea. 
Get Connected:  The 
Association has over 57% of 
the homeowners with an 
online account.  To create an 
account, please follow the 
directions on the Page 2 left 
sidebar in this newsletter. 

A Friendly 
Reminder 

about Trash 
Day in the 

MCA 
You are a part of a 

beautiful well 
maintained 
community that 
looks as good as it 
does because the 
homeowners have 
agreed to maintain 
their properties in 
accordance with 
the community 
Covenants.  
Community trash is 
picked up in the 
MCA on Tuesdays 
from 7:00 a.m. to 
7:00 p.m.  Please 
remember to put 
your trash cans 
and containers out 
at the appropriate 
time on that day for 
pickup.  Please 
also remember that 
your trash and 
recycling 
containers are not 
to be stored in front 

view of the home before 
or after pickup.  
Preferably, they are to 
be stored in your 
garage.  However, 
storing trash cans 
behind your side fence 
out of public view is 
also acceptable.  Trash 
cans that are out on 
any other day of the 
week are in violation 
of the Covenants and 
will be noted as such. 
Please click on 
Section 9.7 of the 
Master Declaration of 
Covenants, 
Conditions & 
Restrictions for The 
Meadows Community 
Association, or 
contact your 
Community Manager. 
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7 – The quality of the original application of the 
paint or stain will impact its durability and 
effectiveness. Using a reputable painting 
company is one way the consumer can 
increase the expectations for durability of the 
surface protection. Good companies use good 
people and quality of work should be a 
discriminating choice. 

So – if the good news is that Colorado is a beautiful place to live 
and the bad news is that the sun and weather can be hard on a 
house’s exterior, what does a homeowner need to know about 
paint and stain warranties? 
First – the homeowner should know from the beginning that a 
paint or stain job is not going to last forever, in fact, no matter how 
good the quality of the product is, and no matter how professional 
the painting company is that applies the product, the average 
lifespan of a surface coating in Colorado is around three to four 
years. The surface coatings of a brand new home will last longer, 
sometimes up to eight or nine years, because the exterior 
surfaces will not have experienced the years of expansion and 
contraction that an older home will have. Pollution, UV-exposure, 
and climate exposure are also prime factors affecting older 
homes. 
A quality painting company will extend a warranty for their work 
based on the product used and the condition of the surfaces 
treated. There are some companies who are in the business for 
the short-haul and might offer longer warranties, knowing that they 
aren’t going to be around when the product deteriorates and they 
won’t have to worry about servicing the warranty. The lesson here 
is to find out all you can about your painting contractor. How long 
have they been in business? Do they have references? Have they 
worked in your neighborhood before and can they show you 
examples of homes they have painted? Do they use quality 
products like Sherwin-Williams, Kwal Paint, and Benjamin-Moore? 
The idea behind a warranty is to protect your investment and 
provide the means to ensure the correction of a problem within a 
reasonable amount of time, considering how long a product or 
service should last in the environment the home is situated in. 
Colorado is a beautiful place to live in and enjoy, but the extremes 
should be considered when making a decision on painting or 
staining your home. As with most other things in life, “There is 
good news and there is bad news”. 

(Continued from page 2) 
 

Exciting Websites to Access: 
For the N. Meadows Extension visit: 
http://www.crgov.com/index.aspx?NID=384  
For the Meadows Event Calendar visit: 
http://www.meadowslink.com/pageview.aspx?p=public-calendar.aspx  
For the Castle Rock Event Calendar visit: 
http://www.crgov.com/calendar.aspx  
For the Douglas County Event Calendar visit: 
www.douglas.co.us/eventscenter/  
For the Castle Rock Outlets visit:   
http://www.outletsatcastlerock.com/go/displayHours.cfm  
 
Useful MCA Information 
Visit the following website for: 
Trash & Recycling Holiday Calendar for the MCA: 
http://www.themeadowscommunityassociation.com/view/trash-removal-and-recycling-information.aspx  
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Pay Your Assessments Online  
& A Couple Questions Answered 

The Board has consistently encouraged homeowners to get connected at 
www.themeadowscommunityassociation.com and take advantage of the expedient method of paying 
assessments on line as well as all of the other community news and updates the website provides.  
Paying your assessments is as easy as 1, 2, 3, 4 online.  It is recommended that you not wait until the 
last minute to pay your assessments on line and that you pay them during normal business hours (9 a.m.
-4 p.m.) in case you need technical assistance in doing so.   
Step 1:  You must first register at the community website:  www.themeadowscommunityassociation.com 
Once registered, you will have the utility of the website.   
Step 2:  Once you're logged in, you can access the payment feature by: 

A. From the Home page, Clicking on the Payment > Pay My Account menu item 
B. From the Home page Clicking on the My Resident Area menu item and selecting the Pay 
Your Account link on the right-hand side of the page 
C. From the Profile page, select the Accounting tab; you will find the option to pay at the bottom 
of the Accounting page 

Step 3:  On the Accounting page, select your preferred method of payment; either a one-time payment 
using checking or savings OR using a credit card. Note* If you are wanting to pay a different amount 
what is posted, then click on the Other Amount checkbox (checking/savings account only) and enter the 
amount you would like to pay. 
If you need additional assistance navigating the website, you can contact Dustin Lucas, Web Support 
Specialist: web@msihoa.com or (720) 974-4186. 
 
What is my account 
number?   
Your account number is 
notated on your billing 
statement coupon.  See the 
Illustration to the right: 
 
 
 
 
You can contact Heather 
McLin, Accounts 
Receivable Technician at 
hmclin@msihoa.com or at 
(720) 974-4187 during 
normal business hours to 
obtain this number if you do 
not have it already. 
 
 
 
 
Can I pay with a Credit 
Card? 
Yes.  You can.  Simply 
select this option from the 
payment options and make 
your payment.  Please note 
there is a convenience fee 
for making your payment 
by credit card.  
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