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In this Issue: 
• 15 Holiday Decorating Ideas  
• Avoiding Holiday Hazards  
• Holiday Light Safety  
• Holidays in the Meadows Flyer  
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Save the 
Dates 

• The next Board 
of Directors 
Meeting is 
Monday, 
January 9, 2017, 
6:00 p.m.- 8:00 
p.m.  Location: 
The Grange  

• The next 
Architectural 
Committee 
Meeting is 
Tuesday, 
January 10, 
2017, 6:30 p.m. 
- 8:30 p.m.  
Location: The 
Grange  

• The next 
Communications 
Committee & 
Beautification 
Committee 
Meetings will be 
scheduled as 
needed and 
posted on the 
website for 
interested 
attendees.  
Location: The 
Grange  

• Additional 
meetings may 
occur as needed 
and will be 
posted on the 
website if 
scheduled.  

15 Holiday Decorating Ideas 
By Lesley Dietschy  

Decorating your home for the holidays does not need be stressful or 
expensive.  Being one of the most popular times of the year to 
decorate, get your family involved and have fun making your home 
beautiful for the holiday season.  Here are 15 Christmas decorating 
ideas:  
1) Display your favorite Christmas collections.  If you don’t have a 

collection, now is a great time to start!  My son and I collect 
nutcrackers and every year we have a wonderful time selecting 
just the right one.  With a permanent marker, I write the year on 
the bottom of the nutcracker.  Not only do we enjoy looking at 
the nutcrackers during the holidays, we also enjoy the fond 
memories of selecting them.  

2) Make simple bows out of Christmas ribbons and attach them to 
your curtains with pins.  This is a very charming look.  

3) Decorate your houseplants by hanging small Christmas 
ornaments on them.  

4) Place a collection of Christmas books on your coffee table.  
5) Fill a glass bowl with pinecones and Christmas balls and place 

on a shelf or table.  
6) Wrap your staircase banister with indoor Christmas lights, 

garland, and bows.  
7) To add scent throughout your home, tie 5 or 6 cinnamon sticks 

together in a bundle using Christmas ribbon.  Make as many 
bundles as you wish and place around your home in baskets or 
bowls.  

8) To decorate your table, tie Christmas ribbon to the stems of 
glasses and/or handles of cutlery.  

9) To dress up your chairs, tie Christmas bows around the chair so 
that the bow is on the back of the chair.  

10) Using a small brush or Q-tip, paint the edges of pinecones with 
glittery gold craft paint.  After the pinecones dry, place them in a 
decorative basket.  

11) Add Christmas garland to doorframes, window frames and 
mirrors.  You can use tape to secure the garland to the surfaces.  

12) Tie bows around doorknobs using festive and colorful Christmas 
ribbon.  

13) Attach garland and Christmas bows to your chandelier.  You can 

(Continued on page 2) 



Please register on 
our new website! 

1. Navigate to the 
website address to 
the right of this 
sidebar.  Click on 
Welcome ‘Visitor’ 
and select 
‘Register’. 

3. Enter your email 
address on the left 
side of the screen 
and click ‘Submit’.  
You do not need an 
account number or 
code to register. 

4A. If the owner’s 
email address is 
on file: 
     Then the system 
will make a match 
and send you an 
email invite titled 
‘New User 
Registration’.  

4B. If the owner’s 
email address is NOT on 
file: 
     You will be prompted 
to enter your details and 
submit the registration for 
review.  Once approved 
(usually same day), you 
will receive an email invite 
titled ‘New User 
Registration’. 

5. Upon receiving the email 
invite, you need to click 
on the link for Option 1 (or 
Option 2) and you will 
then be directed to the 
‘Site Terms and 
Agreement’ where you 
can enter you information 
and create a login and 
password.  The login 
name cannot be an email 
and the password must 
be at least six characters 
long. 

6. Once the registration is 
complete, you will be 
directed to the ‘Profile’ 
page where you can 
update contact 
information. 

If you need assistance, 
please contact Dustin Lucas, 
Web Support Specialist, at 
DLucas@msihoa.com or at 
(720) 974-4186. 
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also weave strings of red beads in the garland that will dangle down from your 
chandelier and reflect the light, which will add sparkle.  

14) If you live in a milder climate, consider decorating with Amaryllis plants.  These 
beautiful plants come in red and white, grow tall, and provide a very elegant look.  

15) Don’t forget to decorate your fireplace mantel and hang your Christmas stockings.  A 
few fireplace mantel-decorating ideas are adding garland, different styles and sizes of 
Santas, teddy bears, and candles.  You can also display your favorite nativity scene if 
you have a large enough mantel.  
Be creative with your fireplace mantel because most mantels are the focal point during 
the holiday season.  Another decorating idea for your mantel is to purchase a bunch of 
miniature rosemary trees shaped like Christmas trees, add mini-ornaments to them and 
line them up across your mantel.  These miniature rosemary trees are readily available 
during the holidays and come in festive containers.  

Christmas decorating is a great time to create traditions and spend quality time with your 
family.  Get out some snacks and drinks and create a little “decorating party” that your 
family will love and look forward to year after year. 
Happy Holidays! 
 

Avoiding Holiday Hazards 
By Sheriff Ted Mink 

As if holiday shopping isn’t stressful enough, think how 
much more stressed you would be if you became the victim 
of a crime during one of your shopping excursions. There 
are many ways for criminals to take advantage of shoppers, 
but there are just as many ways to protect yourself. 
Vehicle Break-Ins and Vehicle Theft 
Don’t leave your purchases or your purse in plain view in 
your vehicle. They are easy targets for criminals breaking 
into cars in full parking lots. Some criminals even survey the 
parking lot to watch people’s activities, so don’t return to the 
store after filling your car with shopping bags. Consider 
driving to another parking area. Keep in mind that purses 
are the number one target for thieves breaking into 
vehicles. 
Never leave your car running while dashing into the coffee 
shop on the way to the mall. An empty, running vehicle with 
exhaust puffing into the wintry air is to a car thief like taking 
candy from a baby. 
Fraud 
It’s not just that new iPod thieves are after—they want your identity too. When you go 
shopping, don’t carry more information than you have to. Purge your purse or wallet of 
social security cards and excess credit cards. If somehow your belongings are stolen, you’ll 
have a major headache to deal with, but it won’t be as bad as it could have been. Better 
yet, leave your purse at home, and bring only your identification and one credit card, or 
cash. You’ll have less to juggle. Also, whether at home or at a store, be wary of solicitations 
for donations. Give only to organizations you know and trust. If you’re not sure, ask the 
representative for a brochure so that you can donate by mail later. 
Theft & Robbery 
The busier a shopping center is, the easier it can be for criminals to steal from you. Don't 
leave items like strollers, diaper bags, or shopping bags unattended, even for a moment. 
Don’t leave your purse in your shopping cart while you return to the previous aisle for the 
item you forgot. It only takes a moment for someone to reach in and steal your wallet—a 
theft you won’t notice until you’re in the checkout line and the thief is long gone. 
Personal Safety 
The holidays can be chaotic: in the shops, on the roads, at the airport, in the school drop-off 
zone. Exercise patience and remember that everyone is in the same boat. Stress can lead 
to aggression and poor decision making. In extreme cases, it can lead to unsafe driving, 
accidents, road rage, threats, or assaults. 
Driving Under the Influence 
The winter holiday season is like many other holidays, in that celebrations often involve 
alcohol. The difference is that parties may be spread out over several weeks, instead of just 
one weekend. Always designate a driver, never drive drunk, and be especially cautious on 
the roads knowing that not everyone will be so careful. Report dangerous drivers by calling 
911. For more on personal safety, including winter driving and safety tips, visit 
www.jeffcosheriff.com. 

(Continued from page 1) 



Create a Meadows 
Community 

Association Website 
Account and Be In 

The Know!  
The major benefit of creating a 
Meadows Community 
Association website account is 
that you are immediately 
connected to the flow of 
information that affects you in 
your community.  First and 
foremost, you'll have 
immediate access to the 
important documents related to 
your community; the monthly 
newsletter is posted on line; 
you can access your HOA 
account and pay your dues at 
your convenience.  The 
community's snow removal 
and trash service information is 
on the website and you'll 
receive important email 
communications that directly 
affect you before you need it 
rather than after.  Lastly, by 
going to electronic 
communications, you are 
contributing to one of your 
Board of Directors objectives 
of keeping association costs 
down by embracing paperless 
communications.  What a 
Green idea. 
Get Connected:  The 
Association has over 57% of 
the homeowners with an 
online account.  To create an 
account, please follow the 
directions on the Page 2 left 
sidebar in this newsletter. 

A Friendly 
Reminder 

about Trash 
Day in the 

MCA 
You are a part of a 

beautiful well 
maintained 
community that 
looks as good as it 
does because the 
homeowners have 
agreed to maintain 
their properties in 
accordance with 
the community 
Covenants.  
Community trash is 
picked up in the 
MCA on Tuesdays 
from 7:00 a.m. to 
7:00 p.m.  Please 
remember to put 
your trash cans 
and containers out 
at the appropriate 
time on that day for 
pickup.  Please 
also remember that 
your trash and 
recycling 
containers are not 
to be stored in front 

view of the home before 
or after pickup.  
Preferably, they are to 
be stored in your 
garage.  However, 
storing trash cans 
behind your side fence 
out of public view is 
also acceptable.  Trash 
cans that are out on 
any other day of the 
week are in violation 
of the Covenants and 
will be noted as such. 
Please click on 
Section 9.7 of the 
Master Declaration of 
Covenants, 
Conditions & 
Restrictions for The 
Meadows Community 
Association, or 
contact your 
Community Manager. 
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Exciting Websites to Access: 
For the N. Meadows Extension visit: 
http://www.crgov.com/index.aspx?NID=384  
For the Meadows Event Calendar visit: 
http://www.meadowslink.com/pageview.aspx?p=public-calendar.aspx  
For the Castle Rock Event Calendar visit: 
http://www.crgov.com/calendar.aspx  
For the Douglas County Event Calendar visit: 
www.douglas.co.us/eventscenter/  
For the Castle Rock Outlets visit:   
http://www.outletsatcastlerock.com/go/displayHours.cfm  
 
Useful MCA Information 
Visit the following website for: 
Trash & Recycling Holiday Calendar for the MCA: 
http://www.themeadowscommunityassociation.com/view/trash-removal-and-recycling-information.aspx  

Holiday Light Safety  
Trees, garland, candles and twinkling lights can add festivity to the 
holidays. But they can also add fire hazards to your home. 
Residents are urged to take a few minutes to check their holiday 
displays for any unsafe conditions. All materials should be non-
flammable or treated with a flame retardant chemical. These 
materials do not prevent fire but reduce the flammability. 
• Make sure all cords are in good condition. A frayed or cracked 

cord could cause a shock or fire. 
• Do not puncture or pinch cords with staples. 
• Decorative lights should be used according to UL standards 

listed on the packaging. 
• Do not place electrical cords across traffic areas or under 

carpets. 
• Do not pull a plug out by the cord. 
• Never leave Christmas lights on or candles burning 

unattended. 
• Be certain all electrical decorations are disconnected from 

their power source when your family is sleeping or away from 
home.   

• Please be reminded, all exterior Christmas decorations should 
be removed by the end of January. 

 




