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Watering Essential for Plant Maintenance 
Maintaining a healthy lawn is a key ingredient in upholding the value 
of your home and the homes within The Meadows Community 
Association, Inc.  If you care for your lawn your landscape will 
flourish.  Planttalk Colorado is a 24-hour toll-free automated phone 
service that provides you with reliable, timely information on a variety 
of horticultural topics.  Colorado State University Cooperative 
Extension, Denver Botanic Gardens and the Green Industries of 
Colorado sponsor Planttalk.  Dial 1-800-712-3000 for information 
about the service which can help you keep it green.  Weed, Feed, 
and Water Wisely and your lawn will be healthy all season. 

What is the Value of My Landscape? 
By Colorado TreeScapes  

We all know that trees add beauty, provide shade, and create life-
giving oxygen.  Simply put, we wouldn’t exist if it weren’t for trees.  
But did you know that trees provide numerous economic and 
environmental benefits as well?  In order to enjoy these benefits to 
their fullest capacity, it’s important to take care of your trees.  The 
best way to do that is by working to create both trimming/pruning and 
plant health care strategies that will help your trees reach their full 
potential and allow you to enjoy all they have to offer for as long as 
possible!  
• Well-maintained trees and shrubs can increase property value 

by up to 14%. 
• Trees properly placed around buildings can reduce air 

conditioning needs by 30%. 
• A mature tree removes almost 70 times more pollution than a 

newly planted tree. 
• A healthy tree can have a value of up to $10,000. 
• The shade and wind buffering provided by trees reduces annual 

heating and cooling costs by $2.1 billion. 
• Each average-sized tree provides an estimated $7.00 savings in 

annual environmental benefits, including energy conservation 
and reduced pollution. 

• A single tree produces approximately 260 pounds of oxygen per 
year. That means two mature trees can supply enough oxygen 
annually to support a family of four! 

 
(Continued on page 2) 

Save the 
Dates 

• The next Board 
of Directors 
Meeting is 
Monday, 
November 21, 
2016, 6:00 p.m.- 
8:00 p.m.  
Location: The 
Grange  

• The next 
Architectural 
Committee 
Meeting is 
Tuesday, 
November 8, 
2016, 6:30 p.m. 
- 8:30 p.m.  
Location: The 
Grange  

• The next 
Communications 
Committee & 
Beautification 
Committee 
Meetings will be 
scheduled as 
needed and 
posted on the 
website for 
interested 
attendees.  
Location: The 
Grange  

• Additional 
meetings may 
occur as needed 
and will be 
posted on the 
website if 
scheduled.  



Please register on 
our new website! 

1. Navigate to the 
website address to 
the right of this 
sidebar.  Click on 
Welcome ‘Visitor’ 
and select 
‘Register’. 

3. Enter your email 
address on the left 
side of the screen 
and click ‘Submit’.  
You do not need an 
account number or 
code to register. 

4A. If the owner’s 
email address is 
on file: 
     Then the system 
will make a match 
and send you an 
email invite titled 
‘New User 
Registration’.  

4B. If the owner’s 
email address is NOT on 
file: 
     You will be prompted 
to enter your details and 
submit the registration for 
review.  Once approved 
(usually same day), you 
will receive an email invite 
titled ‘New User 
Registration’. 

5. Upon receiving the email 
invite, you need to click 
on the link for Option 1 (or 
Option 2) and you will 
then be directed to the 
‘Site Terms and 
Agreement’ where you 
can enter you information 
and create a login and 
password.  The login 
name cannot be an email 
and the password must 
be at least six characters 
long. 

6. Once the registration is 
complete, you will be 
directed to the ‘Profile’ 
page where you can 
update contact 
information. 

If you need assistance, 
please contact Dustin Lucas, 
Web Support Specialist, at 
DLucas@msihoa.com or at 
(720) 974-4186. 
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• Water originating in our national forests provides drinking water for over 3,400 
communities, and approximately 60 million individuals. 

• One tree can absorb as much carbon in a year as a car produces while driving 26,000 
miles. 

• Over the course its life, a single tree can absorb one ton of carbon dioxide. 
 

Fall Lawn, Tree & Yard Maintenance Tips 
October 
• Using twine, tie up trees and shrubs that may break with heavy snow.  Use a layer of 

burlap under the twine on tender plants to prevent sunscald and freeze damage. 
• Take time to clean up flowerbeds and vegetable gardens. 
• Mow the turf with a catcher to collect fallen leaves, and work this material into the 

compost pile. 
• Winterize by draining and storing hoses; blow out all sprinkler systems including 

subsurface and drip lines. 
November 
• Trees with thin bark, or those transplanted in the last three years, should have tree 

wrap applied before the 15th of the month. 
• If weather has been dry, give trees, shrubs, turf and perennials a good drink of water.  
• Based on the current drought situations, consider winter-watering of trees during 

December through March. 
• Make notes of garden plants you observed during the fall that had the color you need 

for your yard and those that were successful in your yard during last season.  
Additionally, take note of the areas that need an extra plant for next year—this will help 
you avoid over-purchasing next spring. 

 
Furnace Tune-Up 

Now is a good time to winterize your unit and get your furnace 
ready for cold weather.  Here are a few general procedures to 
maintain your furnace throughout the season: 
♦ Filters.  A clogged or dirty filter reduces the amount 

of airflow over the exchanger.  This is the most neglected 
item in furnace maintenance.  Check your filter monthly 
and either clean it or replace it. 

♦ Blower and Blower Compartments.  Turn off the 
electric power to the furnace, clean, and remove the lint and dust from the blower and 
compartment. 

♦ Belts.  If the blower is belt-driven, check the belt for wear and tension.  If the belt is 
too tight, it can wear out the motor.  Adjust the belt enough to prevent it from slipping.   

♦ Burner/Pilot.  Both should be clean.  If they are not, call a qualified service 
representative.  Follow the manufacturer's recommendations for lighting the pilot. 

♦ Distribution System.  Check all distribution ducts for leaks and repair them with 
duct tape.  Ducts should be insulated in unheated areas.  Wrap batt insulation around 
the ducts and seal with duct tape.  Be sure not to block any air intake openings.   

♦ Routine maintenance will help your furnace run better and last longer.   
 

Cold Weather Comes: Squirrels & Raccoons Move In 
By A All Animal Control 

Ahh, autumn.  A chill is in the air. 
That turn to cold weather could lure wild animals into the 
attic!  Squirrel babies, the second litter of the year, are 
about three-quarters grown at this time and will soon be 
on their own. 
Cold weather and leaves (in other words, squirrel 
nesting material) falling off the trees drives these little 
guys indoors.  They have a knack for finding the best 
and easiest way into a home.  Most entry points will be 
around attic vents and roof lines that are not the most 
secure or complete.  But we have had the rogue or 
maybe not-so-bright squirrel chew right down through 
the roof.  And with the diminished daylight, a lot of 

(Continued on page 3) 

(Continued from page 1) 



Create a Meadows 
Community 

Association Website 
Account and Be In 

The Know!  
The major benefit of creating a 
Meadows Community 
Association website account is 
that you are immediately 
connected to the flow of 
information that affects you in 
your community.  First and 
foremost, you'll have 
immediate access to the 
important documents related to 
your community; the monthly 
newsletter is posted on line; 
you can access your HOA 
account and pay your dues at 
your convenience.  The 
community's snow removal 
and trash service information is 
on the website and you'll 
receive important email 
communications that directly 
affect you before you need it 
rather than after.  Lastly, by 
going to electronic 
communications, you are 
contributing to one of your 
Board of Directors objectives 
of keeping association costs 
down by embracing paperless 
communications.  What a 
Green idea. 
Get Connected:  The 
Association has over 57% of 
the homeowners with an 
online account.  To create an 
account, please follow the 
directions on the Page 2 left 
sidebar in this newsletter. 

A Friendly 
Reminder 

about Trash 
Day in the 

MCA 
You are a part of a 

beautiful well 
maintained 
community that 
looks as good as it 
does because the 
homeowners have 
agreed to maintain 
their properties in 
accordance with 
the community 
Covenants.  
Community trash is 
picked up in the 
MCA on Tuesdays 
from 7:00 a.m. to 
7:00 p.m.  Please 
remember to put 
your trash cans 
and containers out 
at the appropriate 
time on that day for 
pickup.  Please 
also remember that 
your trash and 
recycling 
containers are not 
to be stored in front 

view of the home before 
or after pickup.  
Preferably, they are to 
be stored in your 
garage.  However, 
storing trash cans 
behind your side fence 
out of public view is 
also acceptable.  Trash 
cans that are out on 
any other day of the 
week are in violation of 
the Covenants and will 
be noted as such. 
Please click on 
Section 9.7 of the 
Master Declaration of 
Covenants, 
Conditions & 
Restrictions for The 
Meadows Community 
Association, or 
contact your 
Community Manager. 
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Exciting Websites to Access: 
For the N. Meadows Extension visit: 
http://www.crgov.com/index.aspx?NID=384  
For the Meadows Event Calendar visit: 
http://www.meadowslink.com/pageview.aspx?p=public-calendar.aspx  
For the Castle Rock Event Calendar visit: 
http://www.crgov.com/calendar.aspx  
For the Douglas County Event Calendar visit: 
www.douglas.co.us/eventscenter/  
For the Castle Rock Outlets visit:   
http://www.outletsatcastlerock.com/go/displayHours.cfm  
 
Useful MCA Information 
Visit the following website for: 
Trash & Recycling Holiday Calendar for the MCA: 
http://www.themeadowscommunityassociation.com/view/trash-removal-and-recycling-information.aspx  

people will not find out they have squirrels until a weekend:  
Homeowners get up and go to work in the dark and come home in 
the dark. 
The squirrels have more opportunity to do damage in the 
wintertime.  It’s cold out so they spend more time indoors, eating 
and chewing everything in sight.  Common signs of squirrel 
invasion are an outlet that doesn’t work or a phone line that is not 
working.  Be aware of those clues. 
Wondering how to get rid of squirrels?  Some people try to sell 
predator urine, such as coyote or fox urine to get rid of squirrels, 
but that doesn't work.  Some old wives’ tales recommend the use 
of mothballs or ammonia-soaked rags to make them leave, but 
I've been to countless homes where these techniques failed--
biologists know that these attempts won't work.  The ONE AND 
ONLY WAY to take care of the problem is with trapping and 
removal of the animals. 
Raccoons will try to take up residence at this time of year too.  
They need a place to get out of the elements and the attic is just 
fine for them.  Having just left the care of their mother, the younger 
ones may have learned how to get into the attic from her.  The 
good news is that raccoons do not do much damage to the inside, 
if left there for short periods of time.  Most of the time, 
homeowners complain fairly quickly because they are losing sleep 
at night, as raccoons are active then.  The sooner they depart the 
attic, the better.   
If you have raccoons in your attic, you really should hire a 
professional wildlife trapper to take care of the problem.  It's not 
easy to get rid of them.  There's no magic spray or ultrasonic 
sound device or any gimmick that will make them leave.  Some 
crummy companies or handy homeowners will simply set a trap or 
two on the ground, and catch the mom, and get rid of her--only to 
leave the babies up in the attic to squeal and suffer and die.  
Please don't try to do this yourself or hire a cut-rate lazy trapper 
who won't go into the attic and get the young.  The job has to be 
done right! 

(Continued from page 2) 
 










